


What is the 
Irish Arts Festivals Archive?

• Preserves festival legacy throughout the island 
of Ireland

• Holds in a central repository recent and 
contemporary festival records

• Curates festival materials and maintains them 
in a secure environment

• Creates a single study destination for teachers 
and researchers

IAFA was launched in 2020 and is managed by 
UCD Archives and UCD Library



Why is it needed?

The Irish Arts Festival Archive : 

• Promotes the importance of community 
engagement with arts in Ireland, past and 
future

• Ensures that fragile materials are not damaged 
or lost over time

• Brings together collections held in multiple 
locations or in temporary storage

• Preserves the history of discontinued festivals

• Captures and publishes festival related stories 

“Advocate for the recording 
of festival legacies across 
Ireland as a resource for 
festivals and festival 
research” (p.6)



What will it hold?

• Posters and promotional material

• Photographs and film footage

• Strategic plans and documentation

• Funding applications

• Minutes of board meetings

• Correspondence

• Programmes and catalogues

• Press coverage and reviews





Publications 

Bibliography 
• published items on festival practice in 

Ireland

Oral History Series    
• interviews with festival makers who 

have committed materials to IAFA

Festival Notes 
• reflections on archived festivals 

New Series… 

All publications are profiled on website 
and in UCD’s Institutional Repository - 
submissions welcome 



https://libguides.ucd.ie/irishartsfestivals/



UCD Institutional Repository 



Teaching

For students of cultural policy, performance 
studies and creative writing

• Insights into Ireland’s artistic and cultural 
development

• Examples of innovative and participative 
performance modes

• Evidence of the evolving work of artists and 
their changing place in the community

• Understanding of festival organization and 
community events that can be applied to 
student activities



For students of music, art and literature

• Interviews and performances from key artists 
and writers

• Workshops using programmes and catalogues
• Research analyzing performances and       

exhibitions
• Awareness of artistic networks and 

collaborations, past and present



Research

• Supports the study of festival arts and 
encourages interdisciplinary projects at 
postgraduate and postdoctoral levels 

• Benefits from current strengths in creative 
arts, theatre practice, cultural policy and 
contemporary writing at UCD and from the 
collaborative potential of the Creative 
Futures Academy (with NCAD & IADT)

• Promotes creativity as research – students 
can engage with contemporary production, 
as well as with the historical archive



IAFA Advisory Group

•  Set up in 2021

• Includes festival ,  archival, library and academic representatives

• Offe rs  strategic planning advice on collection development

• Identifies archives that could be considered at risk

• Provid es  advocacy and support

• Facilitat es  relationship building with festival communities, 
resource organisations, academic communities and the Arts 
Councils on the island of Ireland

• Members: Ursula Byrne, Dr Lucy Collins, Dr Victoria Durrer, Dr 
David Teevan, Kate Manning, Dr Bernadette Quinn



Thank You

…to those who have already sent archival materials to IAFA

We are happy to discuss archiving plans with Festivals - now 
considering archives for deposit in 2024/25

We are grateful for the opportunity to work with festival 
organisers, resource groups, county councils, and community 
and voluntary organisations.

ursula.byrne@ucd.ie              
lucy.collins@ucd


